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This report consists of two parts: B.C. Immigrant Senior 
Population and B.C. New Immigrant Senior Arrivals.

The first part focuses on the immigrant senior 
population in B.C. who may have immigrated decades 
earlier.  Census was used to provide a statistical portrait 
of the immigrant senior population with various years 
of residency in Canada.  It shows the immigrant senior 
population, including all immigrants who were 65 years 
of age and older, at one point in time.  The most current 
information about immigrant senior population in B.C. 
was the 2006 Census that shows the immigrant senior 
population on May 16, 2006. 

The second part focuses on newly arrived immigrant 
seniors, who became permanent residents of Canada 
at age 65 or over, and specifically looks at the period 
between 2005 and 2009.  Citizenship and Immigration 
Canada, Landed Immigrant Data System (LIDS) was 
used to provide a statistical portrait of new senior 
arrivals to B.C. for this recent five year period.  

It is important to note that the analyses presented in 
this fact sheet are descriptive in nature.  The results 
have no controls for the multiple factors that influence 
the statistics.

Statistics Canada defines established immigrants 
as those who have been in Canada 10 years or more.  
Recent immigrants are defined as those in Canada 
between five to 10 years.  Very recent immigrants are 
defined as those in Canada less than five years.

Immigrant Seniors in British Columbia

Most people who immigrate as seniors come to B.C. to reunite 
with their families.  In fact, 86.2% of the 5,733 new immigrant 
seniors arriving between 2005 and 2009 came under the 
Family Class.  While new senior immigrants under the Family 
Class are dependent on their sponsors for support in Canada, 
they often find not having official language ability is a major 
barrier to their integration into Canadian society.

B.C. Immigrant Senior Population

2006 Census shows that there were 235,960 immigrant seniors 
in B.C.  Immigrant seniors represented 41.2% of the total senior 
population in B.C. in 2006 (235,960 out of 572,425), higher than 
the national average of 29.8% (1,215,285 out of 4,074,295).

2006 Census shows that there were 1,119,210 immigrants in 
B.C., of which 21.1% were seniors.  It was the second largest 
share of the B.C. immigrant population, following immigrant 
adults (aged 25 to 64) at 65.3% or 731,330.  The share of 
immigrant children (aged less than 15) and immigrant youth 
(aged 15 to 24) accounted for 4.7% (52,620) and 8.9% (99,300), 
respectively.
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The highest proportion of immigrant seniors were 
established immigrants who came to Canada before 
1991

The largest proportion of immigrant seniors in B.C. were 
established immigrants.  2006 Census reports that 218,785 
immigrant seniors in B.C. came to Canada 10 or more years 
ago.  Within the established immigrant population, 90.8% 
(198,700) of them arrived in Canada before 1991.

Furthermore, 2006 Census shows that recent senior 
immigrants and very recent senior immigrants accounted for 
4.3% (10,055) and 3.0% (7,120) in B.C., respectively.

Figure 1:  Immigrant senior population in B.C. by age & by 
years of residency in Canada, 2006
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Data source: 2006 Census, Statistics Canada

Over half of immigrant seniors arrived before 1991 and 
were born in Europe 

According to 2006 Census, the largest proportion (55.7%) 
of immigrant seniors in B.C. was born in Europe, and mainly 
in Northern Europe.  As we know, the largest proportion of 
immigrant seniors in B.C. were established immigrants who 
came to Canada prior to 1991.  During the 1950s, Canada 
received about 1.5 million immigrants from Europe.  It is 
likely that a large proportion of established immigrants came 
to Canada during that time period.  The second highest 
proportion of immigrant seniors was born in Eastern Asia 
(19.1%), and mainly in China and Hong Kong.  The third 
highest proportion of immigrant seniors was born in Southern 
Asia (8.6%), and mainly in India.

Immigrant seniors arriving before 1991 reported higher 
official language ability than more recent immigrant 
seniors

2006 Census reports that 89.2% (177,150) of senior immigrants 
who arrived before 1991 reported having official language 
ability (i.e. English and/or French).  Although more recent 
immigrant seniors than established immigrant seniors had a 

university degree, less than half (44.6 % or 16,630) of immigrant 
seniors who arrived after 1991 reported having official 
language ability.

Figure 2:  Immigrant seniors in B.C. with/without official 
language (OL) ability, 2006
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Data source: 2006 Census, Statistics Canada

Most spoken mother tongues differs depending on date 
of arrival

2006 Census shows that Chinese was the second most spoken 
mother tongue in B.C. regardless of year of residency.  German 
was the most spoken mother tongue for immigrant seniors 
who arrived in Canada prior to 1991.  Cantonese was the most 
spoken mother tongue for immigrant seniors who arrived 
in Canada between 1991 and 1995.  Punjabi was the most 
spoken mother tongue for recent and very recent immigrant 
seniors in B.C. in 2006.
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More immigrant seniors had a bachelor’s degree or 
above, compared to Canadian-born seniors

2006 Census shows that 65.6% or 154,790 immigrant seniors, 
in B.C. had a post-secondary certificate, diploma or degree.  
In addition, 2006 Census states that more immigrant seniors 
than Canadian-born seniors had a bachelor’s degree or above.  
The proportion of very recent senior immigrants (14.5%) and 
recent senior immigrants (10.2%) having a bachelor’s degree 
were significantly higher than the share of their Canadian-born 
counterparts (6.2%).  While there was a gap in the education 
levels between immigrant seniors and Canadian-born seniors, 
this gap was narrower for established immigrant seniors, 
especially immigrants who arrived before 1991.

Figure 3: Immigrant seniors in B.C. having a bachelor’s 
degree or above, 2006
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Vancouver CMA was the chosen location for most recent 
and very recent immigrant seniors

The largest share of immigrant senior population in B.C. live in 
Vancouver CMA (Census Metropolitan Area) regardless of year 
of arrival.  However, over 25% fewer established immigrant 

seniors resided in Vancouver CMA than the recent and very 
recent immigrant seniors based on the results from 2006 
Census.  Following Vancouver, Victoria and Abbotsford had 
the second and third largest shares of recent and very recent 
immigrant senior population.  Kelowna had the third largest 
share of established immigrant senior population, just ahead of 
Abbotsford.

2006 Census states that:

•	 Vancouver (58.0%), Victoria (9.5%) and Kelowna (4.3%) 
were the top three CMAs for established immigrant 
seniors; 

•	 Vancouver (85.9%), Abbotsford (2.9%) and Victoria (2.7%) 
were the top three CMAs for  recent immigrant seniors; 
and

•	 Vancouver (83.1%), Victoria (4.6%) and Abbotsford (3.3%) 
were the top three CMAs for very recent immigrant seniors 
in B.C.

Table 1:  Immigrant seniors’ mother tongue by year of residency, 2006

    Before 1991       1991 to 1995       1996 to 2000     2001 to 2006

# % # % # % # %

      German 28,675 23.2%       Cantonese 5,190 28.2%       Panjabi (Punjabi) 2,015 22.2%       Panjabi (Punjabi) 1,325 21.9%

      Chinese, not specified 12,740 10.3%       Chinese, not specified 4,165 22.7%       Chinese, not specified 1,780 19.6%       Chinese, not specified 1,120 18.5%

      Cantonese 10,955 8.9%       Panjabi (Punjabi) 3,775 20.5%       Cantonese 1,575 17.3%       Mandarin 640 10.6%

      Dutch 10,175 8.2%       Mandarin 1,090 5.9%       Mandarin 910 10.0%       Cantonese 570 9.4%

      Panjabi (Punjabi) 9,810 7.9%       Tagalog (Pilipino, Filipino) 735 4.0%       Tagalog (Pilipino, Filipino) 400 4.4%       Persian (Farsi) 320 5.3%

      Italian 9,535 7.7%       Vietnamese 500 2.7%       Persian (Farsi) 385 4.2%       Russian 245 4.0%

      Hungarian 3,560 2.9%       Persian (Farsi) 335 1.8%       German 185 2.0%       Tagalog (Pilipino, Filipino) 230 3.8%

      Portuguese 3,040 2.5%       Korean 315 1.7%       Russian 165 1.8%       Spanish 215 3.6%

      Danish 3,025 2.5%       Hindi 275 1.5%       Serbian 165 1.8%       Korean 185 3.1%

      Polish 2,345 1.9%       Taiwanese 235 1.3%       Korean 155 1.7%       Hindi 110 1.8%

Top ten sum 93,860 76.0% Top ten sum 16,615 90.4% Top ten sum 7,735 85.1% Top ten sum 4,960 81.9%

Other non-official languages 29,585 24.0% Other non-official languages 1,760 9.6% Other non-official languages 1,355 14.9% Other non-official languages 1,095 18.1%

Total 123,445 100.0% Total 18,375 100.0% Total 9,090 100.0% Total 6,055 100.0%

Data source: 2006 Census, Statistics Canada



4

PART 2
B.C. New Senior Arrivals

In the five years from 2005 to 2009, the number of new senior 
arrivals to B.C. almost doubled from 706 to 1,319.  On average, 
there were 1,147 new senior arrivals to B.C. annually, which 
accounted for 2.7% of all B.C. new arrivals during the time 
period.  This was comparable with the national average of 
2.5%.  The proportion of female versus male new senior arrivals 
was about the same, except in 2009 when 18.0% more females 
than males arrived.

Figure 4:  Number of new senior arrivals to B.C by gender, 
2005 - 2009
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Data Source: Citizenship and Immigration Canada

The largest proportion of new senior arrivals were 
Family Class

According to Citizenship and Immigration Canada, Family 
Class arrivals are required to have financial support from 
their sponsors (i.e. relatives, spouses or children, etc.) for a 
certain period of time in Canada based on years of age of the 
immigrants.  As may be expected, a large proportion of new 
senior arrivals come to Canada to reunite with their children 
under the Family Class and they are required to have financial 
support for at least ten years from their sponsors.

During the five year period from 2005 to 2009, 86.2% (4,945 
out of 5,733) of new senior arrivals came to B.C. under the 
Family Class.  This was higher than the national share of 80.5% 
(25,633 out of 31,831) of new senior arrivals to Canada under 
the Family Class in this period.

Figure 5:  New Senior Arrivals to B.C. and Canada by 
Immigration Class, 2005 – 2009
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Data Source: Citizenship and Immigration Canada

More than half of the new senior arrivals reported no 
official language ability

Between 2005 and 2009, 54.7% (5,396 out of 9,860) of new 
senior arrivals to B.C. reported no official language ability (i.e. 
speaking neither English nor French).  This compares with 
42.6% (14,065 out of 33,055) of new arrival youth (aged 15 to 
24) and 29.2% (38,797 out of 133,013) of new arrival adults 
(aged 25 to 64).  

In addition, the percent of new senior arrivals to B.C. with no 
official language ability (54.7%) was higher than the national 
level at 49.7% (26,202 out of 52,691) in that period of time.

Immigrants come to Canada in different immigration 
classes. There are eight broad immigration classes, 
which can be grouped down into two major classes, 
Economic Class and Non-Economic Class.  Economic 
Class immigrants are selected for their skills and ability 
to contribute to Canada’s economy.  This class of 
immigrants includes members of the Federal Skilled 
Worker, Business, Provincial Nominee, Live-in Caregiver, 
and Canadian Experience Classes. Economic Class 
immigrants include the principal applicant and their 
dependants (i.e. spouses and dependent children).

Non-Economic Class immigrants are members of the 
Family Class, Refugee Class and Others.
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Figure 6:  New senior arrivals to B.C. and Canada with no 
official language ability, 2005-2009
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Data Source: Citizenship and Immigration Canada

The largest proportion of new senior arrivals was from 
the Asia-Pacific Region

From 2005-2009, the top three source countries of new senior 
arrivals to B.C. were Mainland China, India and the Philippines, 
which accounted for 52.8% (3,026 out of 5,733) of all new 
senior arrivals to B.C. over the period.  These three source 
countries were also the top three source countries for new 
arrival youth and new arrival adults, which accounted for 
54.7% (18,081 out of 33,055) and 48.4% (64,380 out of 133,013), 
respectively.

Figure 7: Top 5 Source Countries for New Senior Arrivals to 
B.C., 2005-2009
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For more immigration reports and statistics, please visit:

http://www.welcomebc.ca/facts_and_trends

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/resources/menu-
research-stats.asp

For more information on the Immigrant Senior Fact 
Sheet, contact:

Selma Low, Immigration Research Unit

Policy & Decision Support Branch

Ministry of Regional Economic and Skills Development

Selma.Low@gov.bc.ca

Thanks to Kitty Kwok for her work on this fact sheet 
during her time with the Immigration Research Unit.


